Introduction
Chronic ulcerative colitis frequently occurs amongst Indians and Europeans living in India and a number of patients with this condition are admitted every year to the Carmichael Hospital for Tropical Diseases. Many of these present a symptom-complex pointing to gastric trouble. In 100 such patients in whom the diagnosis was made after a barium meal, sigmoidoscopy, examination of stool, gastric acidity, etc., were also carefully determined. The result obtained in these investigations forms the subject-matter of this paper.
Normal range of gastric acidity
This is believed to be between 20 and 40 c.cm.
for Europeans. According to Bell (1922) Bhattacharya (1933) , for the rice-eating population of Calcutta the range of acidity was rather on the high side.
Rao (1937) , on analysis of 100 Indian males from South India, observed that the acidity was, on the whole, high amongst them. Napier, Chaudhuri and Rai Chaudhuri (1938) 
